Teaching and Learning in Islamic Teachings: The
Scholar, the Student, and the Unity of Knowledge
and Action

The statement attributed to Imam Ja far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (peace be upon
him), the sixth Imam of the Shia Muslims:
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: 'l only like to see the young man
from among you occupied in either of two states: learning or teaching, for if he
does not [engage in either of these two], he is wasting his time; and by wasting
his time, he will lose out; and by losing out, he will be committing a sin; and by
committing a sin, he will dwell in the Fire, by the One who sent Muhammad
with the truth.’

— Amali al-Tusi, p. 303, no. 604
— Mizan al-Hikmah — Volume 2, Page 1401

The sacred duty of teaching and learning, the high station of the scholar and the
student, and the inseparable link between knowledge and action.

The Two States: Scholar and Student

The two states are:

1. As a scholar (Alim): one who possesses knowledge and is capable of
teaching and guiding others. In Islam, an Alim is a profoundly respected figure
whose definition encompasses deep knowledge, specific characteristics, and a
crucial role within the community. The term Ulama is the plural form of Alim.

2. As a student (mutaaallim): one who is actively seeking knowledge, learning,
and developing understanding. A mutaaallim is fundamentally a learner,
dedicated to acquiring knowledge, resisting boredom with learning, and
avoiding overestimating one’s current knowledge.

The Youth Is a Uniquely Receptive and Formative Period.
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: 'Learning something
during one's youth is like engraving in stone, and learning something when one
is old is like writing on the surface of water.’

— Bihar al-Anwar, v. 1, p. 222, no. 6
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: A little child’s
memory is like unto a picture carved on stone, and an adult’s is like unto
something written on water

— Nahj al Fasahah; Tradition No. 1175; Page No. 169
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘He who does not learn as a child does not
progress as an adult.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 8937

Knowledge and the Key Role of Questioning
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God'’s Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) said: “Knowledge is like a
treasure whose keys are questioning. Therefore ask questions - may God have
Mercy upon you - as four groups will benefit from this: the ones who ask, the
one who teaches, the one who hears, and the one who responds to the question
being asked.”

— Uyun akhbar al-Rida (Vol. 2) by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Saduq, Book 1,
Chapter 1, Hadith #23
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Knowledge is coffers,
the key for which is asking, so ask, may Allah have mercy upon you, as four
people shall be rewarded: the one who asks, the one who speaks, the one who
listens, and the one who loves them.

— Tuhaf al-Uqul by Ibn Shu'ba al-Harrani, Volume 0, Page 41
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Asking properly is
one half of knowledge.

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘He who asks questions as a child is able to
answer them himself as an adult.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 8273; Mizan ul Hikmah, page No. 186
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Ja'far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn al-Kufy - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali quoted on the authority of his great grandfather
Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja'far
ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (peace be upon him), on the authority of his father (peace
be upon him), “"Knowledge is a treasure, the key for which is asking. Therefore
ask, may God have Mercy upon you. Four people shall benefit from knowledge:
those who ask questions; those who respond to the questions; those who listen
to them; and those who like the above three.”

— Al-Khisal by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Sadugq, Book 5, Chapter 82, Hadith #1

The Value of Learning and Teaching in Youth
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Be a scholar or a
student, a listener or a lover of them, and be not the fifth (of these four), for
you'll perish

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said 'l only like to see the young man
from among you occupied in either of two states: learning or teaching, for if he
does not [engage in either of these two], he is wasting his time; and by wasting
his time, he will lose out; and by losing out, he will be committing a sin; and by
committing a sin, he will dwell in the Fire, by the One who sent Muhammad
with the truth.

— Amali al-Tusi, p. 303, no. 604

The True Scholar: Definition and Characteristics

The Alim is the one whose knowledge is not merely factual information but
encompasses deeper understanding and experience of the truth, often including
gnosis (maarifah). An Alim is generally defined as:

o A person who possesses knowledge of what is permissible and what is
prohibited in Islam.

e One with a deep understanding of Islamic knowledge, learned in the traditions
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his family.

e Someone to whom people turn for guidance in religious matters.

The Criterion of Deeds Conforming to Words
A central criterion is derived from Quran 35:28:
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“Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge.” (Quran
35:28).
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: A scholar who
teaches good to people but forgets himself is like unto a candle illuminating
people but burning itself

— Nahj Al-Fasahah

Imam Abi Abdillah (Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him) interpreted this verse:
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al-Kafi: Ali b. Ibrahim from Muhammad b. Isa from Yunus from Hammad b. Uthman
from al-Harith b. al-Mughira al-Nasri from Abi Abdillah »Mudl aue in regards the
words of Allah Mighty and Majestic: “Verily they truly fear Allah from among his
slaves - the scholars” (35:28) he said: He means by the scholars the one whose
deeds conform with his words, as for the one whose deeds are contrary to his
words then he is not a scholar."”

— Mu jam al-Ahadith al-Mu tabara by Shaykh Muhammad Asif Muhsini Book 1,
Chapter 5, Hadith #2

Thus, a true scholar is not merely one who possesses knowledge intellectually, but
one whose actions reflect and confirm his words. If actions contradict words, the
claim to knowledge is hollow.

Continuous Pursuit of Knowledge

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) defined the scholar by an unending thirst for
knowledge:
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘The scholar is the one who is never satiated
with knowledge, and never becomes full of it.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 1740
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘The scholar is the one who never gets bored
of gaining knowledge.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 1303
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘The ignorant is one who considers himself
knowledgeable about what he is [in actual fact] ignorant of, and he is content
with his own opinion. His attachment to scholars only increases his
estrangement



For this reason he is attached to what he sees as beneficial from his own
mistaken opinion, and as a consequence, denies the truth, remains confused in
his own ignorance and too proud to seek knowledge.’

— from knowledge] since he is constantly finding fault with them. He deems
invalid the views of those who oppose him, and that which he does not
understand he sees as fallacious. If he comes across something that he does not
know, he denies it and falsifies it saying, ‘| have never heard of this!’ or ‘| do
not see it as possible! or ‘"How can it be!” or ‘Where is this from?’ This is due to
his confidence in his own opinion and the paucity of his awareness of his own
ignorance.,

— Tuhaf al- Uqul, no. 73
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘'The most knowledgeable of people is he who
is infatuated with knowledge.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 3079

This saying means that the truest kind of "knowledgeable” person is not the one who
has simply accumulated the most facts, degrees, or information, but the one who is
deeply in love with learning itself.

“Infatuated with knowledge” means being captivated, obsessed, and endlessly drawn
to understanding. Such a person studies not mainly for status, money, argument, or
praise, but because knowledge itself is their passion. That passion keeps them
humble and hungry: they never feel they have “arrived,” so they keep questioning,
exploring, and growing.

The Worthiest of People
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: ‘'The worthiest of
people are those who have the most knowledge, and the least of them in worth

are those with the least knowledge.’

— Amali al-Saduq, p. 27, no. 4
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: The one with the
most value among people is the most knowledgeable, and the one with the
least value among people is the least knowledgeable.

— Amali al-Saduq by Shaykh al-Saduq, Volume 0, Page 73

Humility, Dignity, and Integrity

A true scholar is distinguished by humility, dignity, and integrity. Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) advised:
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Acquire knowledge
and through it, peace (of mind) and soberness gain, and to your teacher
humble remain

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Be humble to your
teachers as well as to your students, and be not despotic scholars

— Nahj al Fasahah; Tradition No. 283; Page No. 46
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: 'The knowledgeable man must not
be harsh when he teaches, and must not be disdainful when he learns.’

— Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 1, p. 85
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said:

Muhammad ibn Yahya al "Attar, from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, from al-Hasan
ibn Mahbub; from Mu awiyah ibn Wahb14 who said:

| heard Abu "Abd Allah (al-'Imam al-Sadiq) (A) say: Seek Knowledge and adorn it
with forbearance and dignity. Be humble to those whom you teach and to those



from whom you learn. Don't be tyrannical in your teaching conduct, for you
will forfeit that to which you are entitled on account of it.'

— Usul Al-Kafi
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al-Kafi: Muhammad b. Yahya al-Attar from Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Isa from al-
Hasan b. Mahbub from Muawiya b. Wahb who said: | heard Aba Abdillah »Mudl ayle
saying: seek knowledge and adorn yourself with forbearance and dignity
together with it (knowledge), and humble yourself to the one you teach
knowledge, and humble yourself to the one from whom you seek knowledge,
and do not be tyrannical scholars so that your falsehood drives away your truth.

— Mu jam al-Ahadith al-Mu tabara by Shaykh Muhammad Asif Muhsini Book 1,
Chapter 5, Hadith #1

Fear of Allah and Taqwa

Knowledge is inseparable from Tagwa (fear of God). Imam Ja far al-Sadiq (peace be
upon him) stated that “whoever is bereft of the fear of God cannot be a scholar.” The
Quranic verse "Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have
knowledge.” (Quran 35:28) is understood to mean that genuine knowledge of Allah
leads to profound reverence and awe, which in turn motivates righteous action.
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: ‘'He who is most
knowledgeable of Allah is most fearful of Allah.’

— Bihar al-Anwar, v. 70, p. 393, no. 64
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘The peak of inner knowledge of Allah is fear
[of Him].’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 6359
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It is narrated in Misbah al-Shari aa (The Lantern of the Path) that Imam al-Sadiq
(peace be upon him) said, ‘Fear [of Allah] is the legacy of knowledge, and
knowledge is the ray of inner understanding and the heart of faith. So he who
is devoid of fear cannot be knowledgeable, even if he is able to split hairs with
obscure sciences.” Allah, most High, has said, “Only those of Allah’s servants
having knowledge fear Him."

— Misbah al-Shari aa, p. 365

o3le o dil itz lad] " izgje Al Jgs (b oMl ayle dlilne (ol g wspaill byl
ol juds dgd dlwd Fauoy p) o9 i Wgd dwd Fawo o clalally sy (JB " claloll

al-Kafi: Ali b. Ibrahim from Muhammad b. Isa from Yunus from Hammad b. Uthman
from al-Harith b. al-Mughira al-Nasri from Abi Abdillah »Mudl aue in regards the
words of Allah Mighty and Majestic: “Verily they truly fear Allah from among his
slaves - the scholars” (35:28) he said: He means by the scholars the one whose
deeds conform with his words, as for the one whose deeds are contrary to his
words then he is not a scholar.

— Mu jam al-Ahadith al-Mu tabara by Shaykh Muhammad Asif Muhsini Book 1,
Chapter 5, Hadith #2

Role, Status, and Responsibility of the Scholar
The scholar’s role is multifaceted:

e Guidance and Distinction: They provide guidance and knowledge, helping
people distinguish truth from falsehood. They are “minarets of religion” and
beacons of light.
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from
Muhammad ibn Sinan from ‘Isma’il ibn Jabir that Abu ‘Abdillah (al-Sadiq) (as)
said: 'The scholars are the trustees [of religion], the pious ones are the
strongholds [of religion] and the successors (of the Prophet) are the masters
[of religion].' In an another hadith it is said, 'The scholars are the light houses



[of the religion], the pious ones are the strongholds [of the religion] and the
successors are the masters [of the religion].’

— Al-Kafi (Vol. 1) by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ya qub al-Kulayni, Book 2, Chapter 2,
Hadith #5

o Trustees of the Prophets: Scholars are successors and trustees of the
prophets, tasked with upholding and propagating authentic religion.
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Hazrat Mohammad (SAWW): The Prophet (S) said, ‘The scholars are Allah’s
trustees over His creation.’

— Kanz al- Ummal, no. 28675

o Leadership and Protection: They have a duty of leadership, especially in the
absence of the infallible Imams, and are crucial for protecting Islamic society.

« Source of Expertise: People turn to Ulama for religious instructions and
spiritual laws.

The Superiority of an ‘Alim over an ‘Abid
The status of an Alim is exceptionally high.
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Hazrat Mohammad (SAWW): The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily the knowledgeable man
is superior to the [mere] worshipper as the sun is to the stars, and the
worshipper is superior to the one who does not worship as the superiority of
the moon to the stars.’

— Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 19, no. 49
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Hazrat Mohammad (SAWW): The Prophet (S) said, ‘'The knowledgeable man is
superior to the [mere] worshipper by seventy degrees, the distance between
two degrees spanning the gallop of a horse for seventy years; and this is
because Satan plants an innovation amongst people which the knowledgeable



man notices and prohibits, whilst the worshipper attends to his worship neither
taking any notice of it nor recognising it.’

— Rawdhat al-Wa aizin, no. 17
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) narrates from his ancestors that the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) said, “One who walks on the way to
seek knowledge, Allah will make him walk on the way to Paradise. Angels
spread their wings for the pleasure of a student and every thing in the earth
and the heaven including the fishes of oceans repent for him. A scholar is better
than a worshipper much in the same way as a full moon is compared to stars.
The scholars are inheritors of the prophets and the value of inheritance of
prophets is measured in terms of knowledge instead of wealth. Whoever got a
little of their inheritance has achieved a lot.”

— Thawab al-A mal wa igab al-A mal by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Saduqg, Book
2, Chapter 269, Hadith #1
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Imam Musa Kazim (peace be upon him): Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) said:

The excellence of a scholar over a votary is similar to excellence of sun over the
stars

— 1. Tuhaful Uqul, page 307.
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Imam Musa Kazim (peace be upon him): Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (a.s.) said:

The excellence of a scholar over a votary is similar to excellence of sun over the
stars

— 1. Tuhaful Uqul, page 307.

Scholars are placed at the top of all classes of people, even above those who fast,
pray all night, or fight in the way of Allah.



The Rank of a Knowledge Seeker
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Hazrat Mohammad (SAWW): With my chain of transmitters reaching up to the thigat
al-Islam Muhammad ibn Ya'qub al-Kulayni, from Muhammad ibn al-Hasan and "Ali
ibn Muhammad, from Sahl ibn Ziyad and Muhammad ibn Yahya, from Ahmad ibn
Muhammad, from Ja'far ibn Muhammad al-'Ash’ari, from ‘Abd Allah ibn Maymun al-
Qaddah; and from ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim, from his father, from Hammad ibn ‘Isa, from al-
Qaddah, from Abu ‘Abd Allah (A) that he said: The Messenger of Allah (S) said, “One
who proceeds on a path in the pursuit of knowledge, God makes him proceed
therewith on a path to the Garden (Paradise). And, verily, the angels spread
their wings for the seekers of knowledge out of delight. Verily, every creature
of the heaven and the earth asks forgiveness for the seeker of knowledge, even
the fish in the sea. The merit of the ‘alim (the learned) over the ‘abid (the
devout) is like the merit of the moon over the stars on a full-moon night. The
learned are the heirs of the prophets, for the prophets did not leave behind a
legacy of wealth but that of knowledge. So whoever partakes of it derives a
plenteous benefit.”

— "Forty Hadiths" by Ayatullah Sayyid Imam Ruhallah Musawi Khomeini
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Hazrat Mohammad (SAWW): The Prophet (S) said, 'The seeker of knowledge is the
seeker of mercy; the seeker of knowledge is the pillar of Islam and is given his
recompense with the prophets.’

— Kanz al- Ummal, no. 28729

The Loss Caused by the Death of an Alim
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Hazrat Mohammad (SAWW): The Prophet (S) said, ‘The death of a scholar is an
affliction that cannot be compensated and a void that cannot be filled, for he is
a star that has been obliterated. The death of a whole tribe is easier to bear
than the death of a scholar.’

— Kanz al- Ummal, no. 28858
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Imam Jafar ibn Muhammad Al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: There is no one
whose death is more beloved to Iblis than the death of a scholar (faqih).

— Man La Yahduruh al-Fagih (Vol. 1) by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Saduqg, Book 1,
Chapter 28, Hadith #559

The True Student: Qualities, Conduct, and Purpose

The mutaaallim is one who actively seeks knowledge and endeavors to develop
understanding. This pursuit is not merely intellectual but deeply intertwined with
spiritual development, ethical conduct, and a profound sense of purpose.

Qualities of a Student

A student must cultivate specific virtues:

« Diligence and Persistence: Students must work diligently, avoid boredom
with learning, and maintain seriousness, punctuality, regularity, and patience.
e Humility: Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said:
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘The student must discipline himself in his
quest for knowledge, and not become bored of learning, nor overestimate what
he already knows.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 6197
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From Muawiya bin Wahb who said: | heard Abu Abdullah (peace be upon him)
saying: Seek knowledge and adorn it with forbearance and dignity, and be



humble to those whom you teach knowledge, and be humble to those from
whom you seek knowledge, and do not be tyrannical scholars for your
falsehood will override your truth.

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 15, Section 2, Chapter 30, Hadith 20503

« Sincere Intention (Niyyah): The purpose of learning must be sincere, driven
by the pleasure of God, personal moral development, and service to His
creation, not for self-glorification, argument, or worldly status.

« Spiritual and Ethical Discipline: The student must abstain from selfish and
lustful inclinations, avoid the company of worldly individuals, and maintain
introspective worry about the afterlife.

e Action and Application: It is crucial to put into action whatever is learned
and understood, as this is its true benefit and a means for God to increase
knowledge.

Three Categories of Knowledge Seekers

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) classified
seekers of knowledge into three types:
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Ja far b. Muhammad b. Masrur narrated to us. He said: Muhammad b. "Abdullah b. Ja
far b. Jami" al-Himyari narrated to us from his father from Muhammad b. "Abd al-
Jabbar from Abi Ahmad Muhammad b. Ziyad al-Azdi from Aban b. "Uthman al-
Ahmar from Aban b. Taghlub from ‘Ikrama from Ibn "Abbas. He said: | heard Amir
al-Mu’minin "Ali b. Abi Talib say: The seekers of knowledge are of three types.
You can distinguish them from each other by their characteristics and signs. (1)
One group are those who learn for insincere argumentation. (2) One group are
those who learn for stonewalling and deception. (3) One group are those who
learn for understanding and for acting by it. As for those of insincere
argumentation, they bring harm and doubt to groups of men. They gown



themselves in reverence, but they are void of piety. May Allah knock their
chests and cut their noses. As for those who learn for stonewalling and
deception, they obstruct those like them, and they humble themselves for the
rich. Thus, they consume those for their sweetness, and they destroy their
religion. May Allah blind them from their sight and sever their affect on the
legacy of the scholars. As for the group who learn for understanding and for
acting by it, they are seen melancholy and grieving. They stand in prayer in the
darkness of the night, and they bow in their evening robes. They work [in good
deeds], and they are cautious and afraid of everyone except their trusted
brethren. May Allah strengthen their foundations and grant them safety on the
Day of Resurrection.

— Al-Amali by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Sadugq, Book 1, Chapter 91, Hadith #1

1. Those who seek knowledge for ignorance, quarrelling, and pride: They are
offensive, argumentative, and disruptive, putting on an outward garb of
humility while devoid of piety. Their consequence is divine condemnation and
humiliation.

2. Those who seek knowledge for domination and deception: They are
imposters and sycophants, domineering with peers but humble before the
rich, consuming worldly benefits and destroying their religion. Their
consequence is that Allah blinds their insight and wipes out their traces from
the legacy of the learned.

3. Those who seek knowledge for understanding and intellect: This is the
sincere group. They are described as “melancholy and grieving,” standing in
prayer in the darkness of the night, acting with caution and fear, and avoiding
everyone except their trusted brethren. Their consequence is that Allah
strengthens their foundations and grants them safety on the Day of
Resurrection.

Purpose of Learning

The ultimate purpose of seeking knowledge is to attain the pleasure of God, personal
moral development, and service to His creation. It is considered one of the great acts
of worship, a path to Paradise in the company of Prophets and Awliya. The sole
motivation must be to achieve God's good pleasure and felicity in the Hereafter, not
worldly wealth, fame, or honor. Knowledge acquired for worldly gain will only yield
worldly returns, with no reward in the afterlife.
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: ‘'He who seeks
knowledge for Allah, no sooner does he learn even a chapter of it than it
increases him in humility within himself, in humbleness in front of people, it
increases his fear of Allah and his striving in religion, and that is the one who
benefits from the knowledge that he gains. And he who seeks knowledge for
this world and for status amongst people and for a favoured position with the
ruler, no sooner does he learn even a chapter of it than it only increases his
arrogance within himself, his presumptuousness with people, his self-delusion
about Allah and his estrangement from religion. That is the one who does not
benefit from his knowledge, and must subsequently refrain from it and stop
furnishing proof for the case against himself in order not to feel regret and
shame on the Day of Resurrection.’

— Rawzat al-Wa'aiuin, p. 16

Knowledge and Action: An Inseparable Unity

Knowledge and action (‘ilm and aamal) are inseparable. Knowledge is the prelude to
action; any action follows knowledge.
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: ‘'The quest for
knowledge is incumbent upon every Muslim... by virtue of it the Lord is obeyed
and worshipped, consanguinal relations are maintained, and the lawful is
distinguished from the prohibited. Knowledge leads to action and action
follows it. The fortunate ones are inspired by it whereas the wretched ones are
deprived of it.’

— Amali al-Tusi, p. 488, no. 1069
The Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) warned:
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A scholar who does not act upon his knowledge is like unto a niche providing
people with light but burning itself

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: All kinds of
knowledge will entail evil results in the Day of Judgement, save that which is
put to practice

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Whoever learns
knowledge and does not act upon it, Allah will resurrect him on the Day of
Resurrection as blind. And whoever learns knowledge for the sake of showing
off and seeking reputation, desiring Dunya with it, Allah will remove its
barakah and constrict his livelihood, and He will leave him to himself. And
whoever Allah has left to himself, has perished. Allah, the Exalted, said: {
Whoever hopes to meet his Lord, let him work righteousness, and never
associate anyone with the service of his Lord }.

— Makarim al-Akhlaq by Hasan bin al-Fadl al-Tabrisi, Volume 0, Page 451
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The Holy Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him and his progeny) said:

One who knows something and does not observe it, and does not use his
knowledge, his punishment in the hereafter would be the most severe

— 1. Bihar al-Anwar, volume 2, page 38
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: A little bit of action
accompanied by knowledge is useful, and a lot of deeds followed by ignorance
is of no use

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘The fruit of knowledge is action in
accordance with it.’



— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 4624
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘Knowledge is linked to action, so he who
knows acts. And knowledge calls for action, so if one answers [the call] it
remains, and if not it departs from him.’

— Nahj a-Balagha, Saying 366
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘Knowledge without action is a curse, and
action without knowledge is straying in error.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 1587
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Amir al-mu’minin, peace be upon him, said: Knowledge is associated with action.
Therefore, he who knows should act, because knowledge calls for action; if
there is a response well and good, otherwise it (i.e., knowledge) departs from
him.

— Nahj al-Balagha by al-Sharif al-Radi, Book 3, Chapter 366, Hadith #451

The Zakat of Knowledge and the Duty to Teach
A cornerstone of teaching is that knowledge must be shared.
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: ‘'The best form of
charity is for the Muslim to gain knowledge and then teach it to his fellow
Muslim brother.’

— Kanz al- Ummal, no. 16357

il dalzy g al=ll Jo )l alsiy ol @l e

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: It is sadaqah that a
man learns knowledge and teaches it to people.



— Uddat al-Da'i wa Najah al-Sa'i by Ibn Fahd al-Hilli, Volume 0, Page 63
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: ‘Verily upon everything is its zakat,
and the zakat of knowledge is to teach it to those who are worthy of it.’

— Bihar al-Anwar, p. 247, no. 77

The Rewards for Learning:
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Imam Ja'far Sadiq (peace be upon him) narrates from his ancestors that the Holy
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) said, “One who walks on the way to seek knowledge, Allah
will make him walk on the way to Paradise. Angels spread their wings for the
pleasure of a student and every thing in the earth and the heaven including
the fishes of oceans repent for him. A scholar is better than a worshipper much
in the same way as a full moon is compared to stars. The scholars are inheritors
of the prophets and the value of inheritance of prophets is measured in
terms of knowledge instead of wealth. Whoever got a little of their
inheritance has achieved a lot.”

— Thawab al-A mal wa iqab al-A mal by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Saduq, Book 2,
Chapter 269, Hadith #1
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: ‘'He who gains knowledge for the
sake of Allah, acts upon it for the sake of Allah and teaches it for the sake of
Allah is called great in the kingdom of the heavens, and it is exclaimed about
him ‘Indeed he gains knowledge for Allah, acts for Allah and teaches for Allah!

— Amali al-Tusi, p. 167, no. 280
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From him (peace be upon him) who said: When the teacher tells the child to say
‘In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate' and the
child says 'In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate’,
Allah writes freedom/acquittal (from hellfire) for the child, freedom/acquittal
(from hellfire) for his parents, and freedom/acquittal (from hellfire) for the
teacher. Collective Obligation To Learn And Teach The Quran, And Its Individ...

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 6, Section 4, Chapter 1, Hadith 7651

The Rewards for Teaching Are Immense:

The teacher receives a reward similar to the student'’s; the one who learns knowledge,
acts accordingly, and teaches it for Allah “will be called magnificently in heavens.”

ale @l go s dalsy gaiiy plle

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: A scholar who avails
himself of his own knowledge is superior to a thousand simple worshipers (of
God)

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: 'He who gains knowledge for the
sake of Allah, acts upon it for the sake of Allah and teaches it for the sake of
Allah is called great in the kingdom of the heavens, and it is exclaimed about
him ‘Indeed he gains knowledge for Allah, acts for Allah and teaches for Allah!

— Amali al-Tusi, p. 167, no. 280
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: ‘'May Allah have mercy on the

people who are a lamp and a beacon. They call to our cause with their actions
and the best of their efforts.’

— Tuhaf al- Uqul, no. 301
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: ‘A man once came to the Prophet
(peace be upon him and his family) said: asking, ‘O Prophet of Allah, what is
knowledge’ to which he replied, ‘Paying attention.” The man asked, ‘Then what’
He replied, ‘Listening.” He asked, ‘Then what’ The Prophet replied, ‘Learning.’
The man asked, ‘Then what’ He replied, ‘Acting upon it." He asked, ‘Then what
O Prophet of Allah’, to which he replied, ‘Spreading it.’

— al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 48, no. 4

Rights and Etiquette Toward Scholars
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From his grandfather, from Ali (peace be upon him) who said: Among the rights of
a scholar is that you should not overwhelm him with questions, not precede
him in answering, not persist when he turns away, not grab his garment when
he is tired, not point at him with your hand, not wink at him, not whisper in his
gathering, not seek his faults, not say "so-and-so said contrary to your
statement,” not disclose his secrets, not backbite anyone in his presence,
protect him in his presence and absence, greet everyone generally but give him
a special greeting, sit in front of him, and if he has a need, be the first among
people to serve him. Do not grow weary of his long companionship, for he is
like a palm tree - wait for when its benefit will fall upon you. The scholar is at
the level of one who fasts, prays at night, and fights in the way of Allah. When
a scholar dies, a gap appears in Islam that cannot be filled until the Day of
Judgment, and indeed seventy thousand close angels in the heaven accompany
the seeker of knowledge. Rights Of A Scholar That Are Emphatically
Recommended

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 12, Section 1, Chapter 123, Hadith 16117
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From Sulaiman bin Ja'far Al-Ja'fari, from who mentioned it, from Abu Abdullah (peace
be upon him) who said: Amir Al-Mu'mineen (peace be upon him) used to say:
Among the rights of a scholar is that you should not overwhelm him with
questions, not grab his garment, and when you enter upon him while people
are present, greet them all collectively but give him a special greeting, sit in
front of him and not behind him, not wink with your eyes or gesture with your
hands, and not frequently say "so-and-so said" contrary to his statement. Do
not grow weary of his long companionship, for the scholar is like a palm tree -
you wait for when something will fall from it onto you. Indeed, the scholar has
greater reward than one who fasts, prays at night, and fights in the way of
Allah.

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 12, Section 1, Chapter 123, Hadith 16116
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘It is a scholar’s right upon you that you greet
people in general as a whole but single him out with your greeting, that you sit
in front of him, that you do not point to him with your hand, nor make hints
against him with your eyes, nor say, ‘but x said’ in opposition to his statements,
nor backbite anyone in his presence, nor whisper secrets to others in his
gathering, nor pull on his robe, nor insist for him to continue if he is tired, nor
show disinclination at the length of his speech, for verily it [i.e. his speech] is as
a palm tree from which you [should] anxiously wait for something to fall from
it for you.’

— Kanz al- Ummal, no. 29363

Respecting the Scholars:
83lc d Lo pllsll asg b yaill (@l g ayle dlll o) oalll Jgu)

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: ‘Looking at the face
of a scholar out of love for him is an act of worship.’

— Nawadir al-Rawandi, p. 11
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘He who shows reverence to a scholar has
revered his Lord.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 8704
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Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said: ‘When you see a scholar, be a servant to him.’

— Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 4044

Youth, Time, Health, Resources and Free Time
The Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) said:
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From the advice of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him and his
family) - He said: O Abu Dharr, take advantage of five before five: Your youth
before your old age, your health before your sickness, your wealth before your
poverty, your free time before your busyness, and your life before your death.
O Abu Dharr, beware of procrastination with your hopes, for you have your day
and you don't have what comes after it. O Abu Dharr, when you wake up in the
morning, don't talk to yourself about the evening, and when you reach the
evening, don't talk to yourself about the morning, and take from your health
before your sickness.

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 1, Section 2, Chapter 27, Hadith 285
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The Prophet (sw) said; Health and free time are two neglected blessings.
(failing to recognize the true value of good health and downtime or spare time)

— Man La Yahduruh al-Faqgih (Vol. 4) by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali al-Saduqg, Book 1,
Chapter 175, Hadith #5829
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Two blessings are
taken for granted, security and health



— Nahj Al-Fasahah; Tradition No. 1707; Page No. 241.
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) said: Appreciate God’s
blessings given to you, and let them not vanish, for a lost blessing will hardly
be regained

— Nahj Al-Fasahah
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From Musa bin Ismail ibn Musa bin Ja'far, from his forefathers, from Ali (peace be
upon them) regarding the words of Allah the Mighty and Majestic: "And do not
forget your share of the worldly life" [Quran 28:77], he said: Do not forget your
health, your strength, your free time, your youth, and your vitality to seek the
hereafter through them.

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 16, Section 1, Chapter 91, Hadith 21043
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: 'There is no waste in anything that
improves the body...rather waste is found in all that squanders away wealth
and harms the body.’

— Bihar al-Anwar, v. 75, p. 303, no. 6
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Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said about the verse: “but do not
squander wastefully” - ‘[It refers to] one who spends for other than the
obedience of Allah, who is a squanderer; and one who spends in the path of
good, who is economical.’

— Tafsir al-'Ayyashi, v. 2, p. 288, no. 53
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From Abd al-Rahman who said: | asked Abu Abdullah (peace be upon him) about His
saying: "They ask you what they should spend. Say: The surplus [Quran, 2:219]."
He said: "Those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor miserly, but
are moderate between that [Quran, 25:67]." He said: This was revealed after this
one - it is the middle way.

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 21, Section 7, Chapter 25, Hadith 27855
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From Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Yahya with his chain reaching to Abu Abdullah
(peace be upon him) who said: Wastefulness is in three things: wearing your

good clothes casually, throwing date pits right and left, and spilling excess

water. And he said: There is no extravagance (or wastefulness) in food.

— Wasa il al-Shia Vol. 5, Section 1, Chapter 28, Hadith 5880
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Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: Economizing is something that
Allah Azzawajal loves, and wastefulness is something that Allah abhors, even
you throwing away a kernel, for it may be good for something, and even
pouring out the leftover of your drink.

— al-Kafi by Shaykh al-Kulayni, Volume 4, Page 52

Conclusion

Imam al-Sadiq’s directive that youth must be either scholars or students, and it
unfolds into a detailed exposition of the scholar’s qualities, the student’s duties, the
categories of knowledge seekers, the inseparability of knowledge and action,

the zakat of knowledge, the rights of scholars, and the spiritual consequences of
wasting time.

The true scholar is one whose deeds conform to his words, who never feels satiated
with knowledge, who fears Allah, and who teaches with humility and dignity. The true
student is one who seeks knowledge sincerely for Allah, acts upon it, respects
teachers, and remains humble. Knowledge is not an end in itself but a means to
righteous action, service to humanity, and nearness to Allah. Teaching is a sacred
trust, and sharing knowledge is its zakat. Youth and free time are precious blessings



that must be used for learning and teaching, for wasting them leads to loss, sin, and
ultimately the Fire.
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